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ordered deponent to get back on board his galley, adding that he
would himself go to his galley when (p. 42) the time should arrive.
Whereat deponent went back to his galley.
Whither Don Pedro Vique came some two hours after midnight
in the Napolitana. He summoned deponent to that vessel and
together they proceeded to the flag-galley and there were joined by
Captain Juan de Castaneda, Don Luis Guzman, treasurer, and
Captain Comas. All together we \vent to Boqueron channel to see
if there was water enough and there was not enough for the galleys
to get out.
At this juncture a piece of artillery was fired at the Caleta where
the governor w^as. When he heard it, Don Pedro Vique ordered
deponent to go on board his galley and to bring it up to the position
which had been indicated to him, alongside the trench at the
Caleta; and deponent understands he issued the same order to
Captain Pedro Victoria who wras acting as Don Pedro Vique's
substitute on the flag-galley.
When we had taken up this position we wrere informed that the
enemy was advancing. Deponent asked Cristobal Maynel de
Mercado (who at this juncture passed by, on land, on horseback)
whether certain match which we saw through the mangroves was
the body of 30 harquebusiers which it had been resolved should lay
an ambuscade there, in command of Francisco Diaz; and Maynel
said no, because these had withdrawn ahead (p. 43) of time without
accomplishing anything. And this resulted in the total loss of the
country.
At this time the enemy was advancing rapidly and came so near
to the galleys that deponent called out to Maynel to get out of the
way and give him a chance to fire the artillery. Deponent fired his
artillery as soon as the enemy came opposite, and let him have good
volleys of small shot from muskets and harquebuses, and the flag-
galley did the same.
Nevertheless the enemy came on and deponent saw how, when
they came up to the trench, three or four pieces of artillery and a
good volley from the harquebuses were fired. When this was over
deponent thought that the enemy went forward because no further
resistance was offered at the trench, but deponent could not
determine who deserted that work either first or last because it was
not yet daylight and he was at some little distance, on board his
galley. Certainly when day broke he saw the whole of San Francisco
bridge crowded with people who were leaving, and heard some
harquebus shots within the town, but not many.